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The Satcher Health Leadership Institute at Morehouse School of 

Medicine released a Health Equity Tracker, a portal that collects, analyzes, 

and makes visible data on health inequities in the U.S. healthcare system. 

The developers of the tracker aim to fill the gaps created by data that have 

been inconsistently collected and reported, making it difficult to accurately 

identify racial health disparities. Comprehensive demographics, social and 

political determinants of health and other data are more accessible in the 

tracker, empowering communities to better identify, understand, and 

respond to health inequities.  

The tracker is a data visualization tool that uses multiple data sources 

including the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey 5-year 

estimates (2015-2019), the CDC’s BRFSS data set, United Health 

Foundation’s America’s Health Rankings, and the COVID Project’s Racial 

Data Tracker, for a comparative approach to assessing and conceptualizing 

health inequities.  

At launch, the Tracker records COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and 

deaths nationwide across race and ethnicity, sex and age, and by state and 

county. It also measures comorbidities associated with COVID-19, including 

COPD, diabetes, and social and political determinants of health, including 

uninsured and poverty rates. It will expand in the future to include additional 

conditions such as mental and behavioral health, and more social and 

political determinants of health that impact vulnerable communities, 

including persons with disabilities, LGBTQ+ individuals, and lower 

socioeconomic status people. 

 

 

HEALTH EQUITY UPDATES 

The latest health equity 

news, events and resources 

to support the IPRO QIN-QIO 

efforts to eliminate health 

care disparities for Medicare 

beneficiaries. 

https://satcherinstitute.org/
https://healthequitytracker.org/
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.html
https://www.cdc.gov/brfss/index.html
https://www.americashealthrankings.org/
https://covidtracking.com/race
https://covidtracking.com/race
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The Conversation/La Conversación 

The Kaiser Family Foundation and UnidosUS developed The Conversation/La Conversación campaign to address information 

needs about COVID-19 vaccines in the Hispanic/Latino community with videos featuring doctors, nurses, and promotoras 

(community health workers) in English and Spanish. The campaign includes over 70 videos available on the website or YouTube, 

and an accompanying toolkit with tips on sharing the campaign messaging in the community.    

Become a Part of the Expanded COVID-19 Vaccine Workforce  

As millions more vaccine doses become available, the federal government is providing a pathway for states and territories to expand 

their vaccination workforce to administer the vaccine. Currently licensed/certified health professionals, health professionals who are 

previously active or recently retired, and healthcare students are eligible to become part of the expanded COVID-19 vaccine 

workforce. The HHS Public Health Emergency website has information on how to register, and training/eligibility requirements. 

This effort may increase access to COVID-19 vaccines in underserved and minorities communities and help mitigate racial 

disparities in vaccine uptake. 

Medicaid and Rural Health  

The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) recently released an Issue Brief that provides an 

overview of rural residents, including socioeconomic characteristics, insurance status, and health status. It explores the availability 

of healthcare providers in rural areas, with a focus on primary care providers and hospitals. The Issue Brief discusses the role of 

Medicaid in rural health, as well as Medicaid policies and services that are important for providing healthcare in rural communities.  

Pain in the Nation: Alcohol, Drug, and Suicide Epidemics  

Special Feature: COVID-19 and Trauma 

This Issue Report from Trust for America’s Health (TFAH) explores the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent trauma 

on rates of alcohol- and drug-induced deaths, and suicides across the U.S. The report includes three sections that 1) examine the 

effect of trauma and the COVID pandemic as they relate to mental health, substance use, and citizen well-being; 2) review the latest 

mortality trends from alcohol, drugs, and suicide; and 3) outline key policy solutions and recommendations to reverse these trends. 

Organizational Strategic Plan to Embed Racial Justice and Advance Health Equity 

The American Medical Association (AMA) released its strategic plan for advancing health equity, confronting the root causes and 

historical harms that have led to health inequities, and dismantling structural racism. The three-year plan details how the AMA will 

embed equity and racial justice throughout its programming, policies and culture; develop and maintain relationships with 

marginalized physicians and other stakeholders; provide equitable possibilities in innovation; and cultivate ways toward truth, racial 

healing, reconciliation and transformation regarding the AMA’s past.  

 

HHS to Enforce Non-Discrimination Provisions of Affordable Care Act to Reverse Anti-
LGBTQIA+ Healthcare Policy 

HHS announced it would enforce non-discrimination provisions of Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) that prohibit 

discrimination in healthcare on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. The announcement came minutes ahead of a 

scheduled hearing before the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts for a lawsuit filed in 2020 by nine plaintiffs to challenge 

the legality of the Trump Administration’s Rollback Rule, which eliminated those protections and other non-discriminations provisions.  

 

 

https://www.greaterthancovid.org/theconversation/latinx-community/?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.greaterthancovid.org/theconversation/latinx-community/?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11606-021-06745-1
https://www.greaterthancovid.org/theconversation/latinx-community/?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.youtube.com/GreaterThanCOVID
https://www.greaterthancovid.org/theconversation/toolkit-latinx-community/?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/events/COVID19/COVIDvaccinators/Pages/register.aspx?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/events/COVID19/COVIDvaccinators/Pages/register.aspx?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Medicaid-and-Rural-Health.pdf
https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Medicaid-and-Rural-Health.pdf
https://www.tfah.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021_PainInTheNation_Fnl.pdf
https://www.tfah.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021_PainInTheNation_Fnl.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-05/ama-equity-strategic-plan.pdf
https://fenwayhealth.org/biden-harris-administration-commits-to-reversing-anti-lgbtqia-healthcare-policy-in-response-to-2020-lawsuit-filed-by-fenway-health-and-eight-other-plaintiffs-but-more-needs-to-be-done/
https://fenwayhealth.org/biden-harris-administration-commits-to-reversing-anti-lgbtqia-healthcare-policy-in-response-to-2020-lawsuit-filed-by-fenway-health-and-eight-other-plaintiffs-but-more-needs-to-be-done/


 
 
 

 

Fast Facts│U.S. Rural Hospitals 

Resource from the American Hospital Association  
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https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2021/05/infographic-rural-data-final.pdf
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural/help#classification


 

 
 

Health Equity Webinar/Event Materials 

CMS Office of Minority Health 

Building COVID-19 Vaccine Confidence This webinar discussed resources and strategies to promote 

COVID-19 vaccine confidence.  It included information on the 

development of COVID-19 vaccines and data on their efficacy 

and safety. Guest speakers from the CDC and FDA shared their 

insights.  

 Slides  

 Recording 

 Vaccinate with Confidence Fact Sheet 

 Partner Webinar Supplemental Handout 

The Road to Equity: Examining 

Structural Racism in Health Care 

This two-day virtual forum highlighted CMS’s renewed focus on 

health equity, structural racism in health care, and federal 

agencies’ role as equity partners. Guest speakers from various 

federal and partner agencies shared their insights and 

experience, focusing on the impact of COVID-19 on health 

disparities as well as solutions to promote equity. 

 Transcript Day 1 and Day 2 

 Recording Day 1 and Day 2  

National Network to Eliminate Disparities in Behavioral Health (NNED) 

Partnering to Strengthen the 

Behavioral Health Infrastructure and 

Capacity in Communities of Color  

This roundtable discussion focused on the behavioral health 

needs of racially/ethnically diverse communities and new ways 

to tap into philanthropic and governmental funding to meet 

those needs. Speakers from behavioral health-focused CBOs 

shared how they are leveraging funding opportunities and 

successful partnerships with funders, and how they were 

created, cultivated and grown before and during the pandemic. 

 Recording 

 Slides 

Weitzman Institute 

The Path Forward on Social 

Determinants of Health 

This webinar marks the end of this series on social determinants 

of health. It highlighted information from all the webinars held 

over the past year, examined the role of community health 

centers in addressing SDOH, and explored opportunities and 

pitfalls of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and the digitalization of 

healthcare. (You can find materials for previous webinars in the 

series HERE.) 

 Margaret Flinter, PhD, APRN Slides 

 Trishan Panch, MD MPH Slides 

 Yvette Highsmith-Francis, MBM Slides  
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https://www.cms.gov/files/document/building-covid-19-vaccine-confidence-webinar-deck-508c.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=6Uy22ETyTDc
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/confidence-ta-toolsfinal.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/vaccine-confidence-partner-handoutremediated.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/road-equity-virtual-forum-day-1-transcript.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/road-equity-day-2-transcript.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIgsJ8s6YUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lg4SGSTZh0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Ry4iWtnaJDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Ry4iWtnaJDo
https://share.nned.net/wp-content/uploads/NNED-VR-Partnering-to-Strengthen-the-Behavioral-Health-Infrastructure-and-Capacity-in-Communities-of-Color_Slides.pdf
https://www.weitzmanlearning.org/the-path-forward-track-one/?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=f317f87e31-path-forward-track1-spring-series-four&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e80a08c624-f317f87e31-243268180
https://www.slideshare.net/CHCConnecticut/the-path-forward-series-finale
https://www.weitzmanlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/FQHC-talk-2.pdf
https://www.slideshare.net/CHCConnecticut/path-forward-series-finale-ii


  

 

 
  
  

Upcoming Events  

Increasing Access to Rural Behavioral 
Health 

National Conference of State Legislatures 

Dates: June 4, 2021 

Time: 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM EDT 

REGISTER HERE 

 

Virtual National Health Equity Summit 

Commonwealth Fund 

Dates: June 7 – 10, 2021 

MORE INFORMATION  

 

Implementing LGBTQ+ Strategies in 
Historically Resistant Organizations 

Center of Excellence: LGBTQ+ Behavioral 
Health Equity 

Date: June 10, 2021 

Time: 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM EDT 

REGISTER HERE  

 

Stigma of Addiction Summit 

National Academy Medicine 

Dell Medical School - University of Texas at Austin 

Shatterproof 

Date: June 10, 2021 

Time: 12:00 PM – 6:00 PM EDT 

REGISTER HERE 

 

Survive and Thrive Amid the Global 
Pandemic and Beyond 

Association of Clinicians for the Underserved 

i2i Population Health  

Date: June 15, 2021 

Time: 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM EDT 

REGISTER HERE  
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IPRO Upcoming Event 
 
Nursing Home Naloxone Best Practices 

Naloxone is an essential drug that reverses respiratory 

depression caused by opioid overdose. Having naloxone 

readily available in nursing homes is an opioid harm 

reduction best practice that can save lives. 

Date:  June 17, 2021 

Time: 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM EDT 

REGISTER HERE 

 

IPRO Event Materials 
 
Entering COVID-19 Vaccine Data into NHSN 

Access resources and training slides on how to enter 

COVID-19 vaccine for nursing home staff and residents 

into NHSN. 

VIEW RESOURCES HERE 

Integrating Behavioral Health with Primary 

Care 

This educational program was designed to help primary 

care offices integrate behavioral health services into 

everyday practice. The entire series materials – including 

presentations, recordings, and resources – can be viewed 

on the IPRO website. 

VIEW MATERIALS HERE 

Delivering Whole Person Care: Improving 

Outcomes in Opioid Use Disorder 

Treatment 

This webinar discussed ways to deliver whole person 

care to improve recovery and outcomes for individuals 

with opioid use disorder. The speaker was nationally 

recognized expert Andrew Kolodny, MD. 

VIEW MATERIALS HERE 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/increasing-access-to-rural-behavioral-health-webinar.aspx?utm_campaign=enews20210520&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/increasing-access-to-rural-behavioral-health-webinar.aspx?utm_campaign=enews20210520&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://healthequitysummit.com/
https://healthequitysummit.com/
https://web.cvent.com/event/4fb2c6af-d0e3-45e8-974a-e9baf29f8aaf/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/4fb2c6af-d0e3-45e8-974a-e9baf29f8aaf/summary
https://nam.edu/event/stigma-of-addiction-summit/
https://clinicians.org/health-equity-webinars/survive-and-thrive-population-health-management-covid-19/
https://clinicians.org/health-equity-webinars/survive-and-thrive-population-health-management-covid-19/
https://qi.ipro.org/2021/05/18/ipro-qin-qio-webinar-on-june-17-nursing-home-naloxone-best-practices/
https://qi.ipro.org/2021/05/18/ipro-qin-qio-webinar-on-june-17-nursing-home-naloxone-best-practices/
https://qi.ipro.org/2021/05/18/ipro-qin-qio-webinar-on-june-17-nursing-home-naloxone-best-practices/
https://qi.ipro.org/2021/04/29/may-6-live-demonstrations-of-entering-covid-19-vaccine-data-into-nhsn/
https://qi.ipro.org/2021/04/29/may-6-live-demonstrations-of-entering-covid-19-vaccine-data-into-nhsn/
https://qi.ipro.org/events-materials-bh-primary-care/
https://qi.ipro.org/events-materials-bh-primary-care/
https://qi.ipro.org/2021/04/16/may-25-delivering-whole-person-care-improving-outcomes-in-opioid-use-disorder-treatment/
https://qi.ipro.org/2021/04/16/may-25-delivering-whole-person-care-improving-outcomes-in-opioid-use-disorder-treatment/


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Observances 

June, 2021 

Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness Month 

Men’s Health Month 

Cancer Survivor Day (June 6)  

Blood Donor Day (June 14) 

World Sickle Cell Day (June 19) 

Deaf-Blind Awareness Week (June 21-27) 

National HIV Testing Day (June 27) 

 

July, 2021 

Healthy Vision Month 

Juvenile Arthritis Awareness Month 

Sarcoma Awareness Month 

UV Safety Month 

World Hepatitis Day (July 28) 
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Qlarant 

28464 Marlboro Avenue 
Easton, MD 21601 
1-800-999-3362 

Best People. Best Solutions. Best Results® 

Find us on the Web: 
www.qlarant.com 
 
 

 

https://www.alz.org/abam/overview.asp
http://www.menshealthmonth.org/
https://ncsd.org/
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-blood-donor-day
https://www.sicklecelldisease.org/get-involved/events/awareness-month-and-world-sickle-day/
https://www.helenkeller.org/hknc/dbaw
https://www.hiv.gov/events/awareness-days/hiv-testing-day
https://www.nei.nih.gov/learn-about-eye-health/resources-for-health-educators/healthy-vision-resources/healthy-vision-month
https://curearthritis.org/juvenile-arthritis-awareness-month/
https://www.curesarcoma.org/sarcoma-awareness-month/
https://www.cancerhealth.com/event/uv-safety-awareness-month-2021
https://www.worldhepatitisday.org/
http://www.qlarant.com/

