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The AHRQ National Healthcare Quality and Disparities Report assesses 

the performance of the U.S. healthcare system and identifies areas of 

strengths and weaknesses, as well as disparities, for access to and quality of 

healthcare. There are six quality priorities: patient safety, person-centered 

care, care coordination, effective treatment, healthy living, and care 

affordability. The report is based on more than 250 measures of quality and 

disparities covering a broad array of healthcare services and settings.  Some 

key highlights from the 2019 report: 

 From 2000 through 2016 – 2018, some disparities were getting 

smaller, but disparities persist and some worsened, especially for poor 

and uninsured populations in all priority areas;  

 Some measures with notable disparities: 

o From 2001 to 2017, Blacks, Hispanics and American 

Indian/Alaska Natives had higher incident rates of end-stage 

renal disease due to diabetes compared to Whites; 

o In 2017, Asians with limited English proficiency and a usual 

source of care (USC) were less likely than Whites to report that 

their USC had language assistance; 

o In 2017, 83.3% of American Indian/Alaska Natives received 

influenza vaccination compared to 93.8% of Whites; 

Continued on the next page….. 
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The latest health equity 

news, events and resources 

to support the IPRO QIN-QIO 

efforts to eliminate health 

care disparities for Medicare 

beneficiaries.  

https://www.ahrq.gov/research/findings/nhqrdr/nhqdr19/index.html
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In addition to the 2019 report, AHRQ provides: 

 A national summary across quality measures; 

 State-level summaries and snapshots across 

measures; 

 A data-query function that allows users to 

search data across specific measures; 

 A section on opioid measures in the report; 

 Resources to improve quality and address 

disparities; 

 Data Spotlights focusing on specific measures 

from the report. 

o One of the largest disparities for Blacks and Hispanics was HIV 

infection deaths per 100,000 population in 2017 (6.6 HIV infections 

deaths per 100,000 for Blacks and 1.7 per 100,000 for Hispanics 

compared with 0.9 per 100,000 for Whites); 

o In 2017, infant mortality per 1,000 live births, birth weight 2,500 

grams or more, was twice as high for American Indian/Alaska 

Natives (3.9 per 1,000 births) compared with Whites (1.8 per 1,000 

births); 

o One of the largest disparities for Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders 

was adults who received a blood pressure measurement in the 

last two years and can state whether their blood pressure was 

normal or high (77.01% for NHPI compared to 92.8% for Whites). 

CMS Office of Minority Health 
Minority Research Grant Program 

The CMS Office of Minority Health (OMH) 

administers the Minority Research Grant Program 

(MRGP), which supports researchers at minority-

serving institutions who are exploring the root cause 

of issues that lead to health disparities and identifying 

replicable interventions. Funding is available for 

research projects that seek to understand disparities 

and promote health equity for: 

 Racial and ethnic minorities 

 People with disabilities 

 LGBTQ community sexual and gender 

minorities 

 People with limited English proficiency 

 Rural populations 

CMS OMH is excited to share a new video about 

the Minority Research Grant Program (MRGP) that 

describes: 

 Who is eligible to apply 

 Program benefits to grantees 

 How the program advances health 

equity research 

More information is available on the MRGP 

webpage or by signing up for the Minority Health 

listserv. 

 

 

The HHS Office of Minority Health recently announced a three-year, $32 

million initiative to improve COVID-19-related health outcomes by 

addressing hypertension among racial and ethnic minorities through a 

cooperative agreement with the American Health Association. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

hypertension may increase the risk of more severe illness from 

COVID-19. The initiative aligns with the 2020 Surgeon General’s Call to 

Action to Control Hypertension, which states that nearly one in two 

adults have hypertension but only one in four have it under control.   

The initiative will support participating Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA) funded health centers by providing patient and 

provider education and training for effective hypertension control. It will 

integrate blood pressure monitoring technology into hypertension 

treatment and support the American Heart Association’s targeted media 

campaigns to help reach Black, Latino, and other impacted populations 

with culturally and linguistically appropriate messages about the 

condition. 

COVID-19 has disproportionately affected racial and ethnic minorities in 

part due to social determinants of health such as limited or no access to 

health care, no paid sick leave, dense housing conditions and food 

insecurity.  As a result, these populations are more likely to have 

underlying conditions, such as hypertension, that lead to more severe 

COVID-19 outcomes.   

The HRSA Health Center Program provides primary care and preventive 

services to nearly 30 million people across the U.S., including 63% who 

are racial and ethnic minorities, making it ideal for this initiative.  

https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/BPC-Opioids-Report_RV6-1.pdf
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/BPC-Opioids-Report_RV6-1.pdf
https://nhqrnet.ahrq.gov/inhqrdr/reports/qdr
https://nhqrnet.ahrq.gov/inhqrdr/National/benchmark/summary/All_Measures/All_Topics
https://nhqrnet.ahrq.gov/inhqrdr/state/select
https://nhqrnet.ahrq.gov/inhqrdr/data/query
https://nhqrnet.ahrq.gov/inhqrdr/opioids/opioids
https://nhqrnet.ahrq.gov/inhqrdr/resources/index
https://www.ahrq.gov/research/findings/nhqrdr/data-spotlights/index.html
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjEuMzIzNTEwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PTFERGExR3RFT2J3JmZlYXR1cmU9eW91dHUuYmUifQ.-5FqgoKHqSEmyJ819R3d5w0GbF46xYSvmLpmg3BfUnUGY_s_798159878_br_92214529428-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=GVdacB6ubqYPDFP-cd_GXA&r=5izNNDPCLc3U_4og0Q-bNU-YX_6odQeXGqHP3XIsA04&m=78PRVA1qwAj-LwwPjz0sLcrh-XTKF4I_20tGWke2uDw&s=hdiywTgTsF8JG7IgPYuzwNfuaE4aMtWjGzw_pMJn2-U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjEuMzIzNTEwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L0Fib3V0LUNNUy9BZ2VuY3ktSW5mb3JtYXRpb24vT01IL2VxdWl0eS1pbml0aWF0aXZlcy9hZHZhbmNpbmctaGVhbHRoLWVxdWl0eS9taW5vcml0eS1yZXNlYXJjaC1ncmFudC1wcm9ncmFtIn0.hQlb6ZwYNOZBWe5Fj4gnFn9X6-5FPPnevLEVUQlPjpSZg_s_798159878_br_92214529428-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=GVdacB6ubqYPDFP-cd_GXA&r=5izNNDPCLc3U_4og0Q-bNU-YX_6odQeXGqHP3XIsA04&m=78PRVA1qwAj-LwwPjz0sLcrh-XTKF4I_20tGWke2uDw&s=db51Um4FFPf0rw1Q7NorXcAeZzKlsHTo2Fvcw059nSE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjEuMzIzNTEwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L0Fib3V0LUNNUy9BZ2VuY3ktSW5mb3JtYXRpb24vT01IL2VxdWl0eS1pbml0aWF0aXZlcy9hZHZhbmNpbmctaGVhbHRoLWVxdWl0eS9taW5vcml0eS1yZXNlYXJjaC1ncmFudC1wcm9ncmFtIn0.hQlb6ZwYNOZBWe5Fj4gnFn9X6-5FPPnevLEVUQlPjpSZg_s_798159878_br_92214529428-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=GVdacB6ubqYPDFP-cd_GXA&r=5izNNDPCLc3U_4og0Q-bNU-YX_6odQeXGqHP3XIsA04&m=78PRVA1qwAj-LwwPjz0sLcrh-XTKF4I_20tGWke2uDw&s=db51Um4FFPf0rw1Q7NorXcAeZzKlsHTo2Fvcw059nSE&e=
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USCMS_610
https://www.heart.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cdc.gov/bloodpressure/docs/SG-CTA-HTN-Control-Report-508.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cdc.gov/bloodpressure/docs/SG-CTA-HTN-Control-Report-508.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/
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New E&M Coding Guidelines 
Account for Patients’ Social Risk 

On January 1, 2021, new evaluation and management 

(E&M) coding guidelines for clinical office visits go into 

effect across the U.S. These guidelines reflect the most 

significant change in E&M coding since 1997 and 

represent approximately 40% of all allowed charges 

under the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule.  

One significant change is that the billed “level of service” 

will be based on the total time spent or the complexity of 

the clinician’s medical decision-making (MDM) during an 

office visit. The new guidelines recognize social 

determinants of health (SDOH) as a factor in determining 

the level of MDM: “Diagnosis or treatment significantly 

limited by social determinants of health” is an example of 

“Moderate risk of morbidity from additional diagnostic 

testing or treatment.” Because social determinants of 

health can have a significant impact on a patient’s overall 

health, healthcare providers are increasingly 

acknowledging the importance of addressing them. The 

new coding guidelines are noteworthy in that they 

encourage providers to focus on the role of patients’ non-

medical needs as a part of the clinical visit.   

A HealthAffairs blog discusses how the new guidelines 

change the billed level of service for a patient with 

diabetes living in poverty, as an example. The complexity 

of adjusting insulin doses based on the availability of 

proper nutrition, transportation and funds for medications 

can now be considered in medical coding. Additionally, 

proper ICD-10-CM coding of external factors – or Z codes 

– is important for meeting CMS Merit-Based Incentive 

Payment Program (MIPS) reporting requirements.  

The new coding guidelines may encourage healthcare 

organizations and providers to more systematically collect 

SDOH data, leading to improvements in health equity and 

outcomes by providing a clearer picture of their patients’ 

needs.  Documentation of non-medical needs will also 

give CMS and commercial payers a more comprehensive 

view of socioeconomic adversity, which, in turn, could 

lead to more investment in resources to eliminate these 

disparities. 

Click HERE to view the new coding guidelines and grid.   

 Social Isolation - Meeting the Social 
Needs of Adults in Rural Areas 

An article in JAMA Health Forum by Carrie Henning 

Smith, PhD, MPH, MSW, discusses the health and 

mortality risk of social isolation for older adults, and the 

importance of preventing and mitigating the issue. Social 

isolation, defined as a lack of social contact and 

loneliness, and a sense of being alone, affects more than 

60% of U.S. adults according to a report by Cigna 

Health.   

Older adults are at high risk for social isolation due to a 

variety factors including retirement, losses of spouses, 

partners and other loved ones, and changing health and 

functional status. This group is most likely to live alone, 

especially older women who outlive men an average of 

4.9 years in the U.S.  Living in rural areas presents 

additional barriers to connection such as transportation 

issues, built environments that are not walkable or 

conducive to social interaction, more limited economic 

resources, less access to Internet and cellular 

connectivity and less access to health care. Older adults 

living in rural areas report larger social networks then 

older adults living in urban areas, but report higher levels 

of loneliness. Notably, rural residents have higher rates 

of suicide with more limited access to mental and 

behavioral health services.  

The author notes a variety of ways to address social 

isolation and loneliness: 

 Judicious screening in clinical settings; 

 Well-coordinated referrals to programs that 

connect individuals; 

 Meeting other needs such as food insecurity; 

 Collaboration between healthcare providers 

and community partners, including those in 

service roles; 

 Upstream interventions to address structural 

determinants of social contact. 

The article highlights examples of successful models 

across rural communities in the U.S.  

Click HERE to access the full article. 

https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2019-06/cpt-office-prolonged-svs-code-changes.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2019-06/cpt-office-prolonged-svs-code-changes.pdf
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20201201.150443/full/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=hat&utm_campaign=blog&utm_content=gottlieb&utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Social+Factors+In+Payment+Models;+GrantWatch:+Homelessness+And+Health&utm_campaign=HAT:+12-3-20&vgo_ee=qHXaAKMwDDjpL0+WwOy6WqxSgl0VV0XbJ2NtpQeekG0=
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2019-06/cpt-office-prolonged-svs-code-changes.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/channels/health-forum/fullarticle/2773657
https://www.cigna.com/about-us/newsroom/news-and-views/press-releases/2020/cigna-takes-action-to-combat-the-rise-of-loneliness-and-improve-mental-wellness-in-america
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr66/nvsr66_06.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/channels/health-forum/fullarticle/2773657
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Flu Disparities Among Racial & 
Ethnic Minority Groups 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

recently released a new analysis of flu hospitalization data 

that indicates that racial and ethnic minorities are at higher 

risk for being hospitalized with the flu. The CDC analyzed flu 

hospitalization rates by race and ethnicity for 10 flu seasons 

from 2009-2010 through 2018-2019, which showed that: 

 Non-Hispanic Blacks had the highest flu-related 

hospitalization rates (68 per 100,000) 

 Non-Hispanic American Indians or Alaska Natives 

had the second highest flu-related hospitalization 

rates (48 per 100,000) 

 Hispanics or Latinos had the third highest flu-

related hospitalization rates (44 per 100,000) 

 Non-Hispanic Whites had lower flu-related 

hospitalization rates compared to these three 

groups (38 per 100,000) 

 Non-Hispanic Asians had the lowest flu-related 

hospitalization rates (32 per 100,000) 

 People living in high poverty areas were at higher 

risk for severe outcomes from the flu suggesting 

socioeconomic status may contribute to flu-related 

hospitalization rates 

A separate CDC report summarizing flu vaccine uptake for 

the 2019-2020 season confirmed disparities in vaccination 

coverage, particularly among adults. While the overall 

coverage estimate among adults age 18 and older was 48%, 

flu vaccination coverage was: 

 38% among Hispanics and Latinos 

 41% among Non-Hispanic Blacks 

 42% among American Indians or Alaska Natives 

 52% among Asians 

 53% among non-Hispanic Whites 

The CDC is working to increase flu vaccination rates with the 

GetMyFluShot  campaign, and conducting research and 

collecting data on flu disparities to better understand how 

racial and ethnic minorities are affected by the flu. 

 

 

New CMS Organ Donation Rule May 
Improve Health Equity  

On November 20, 2020, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services (CMS) finalized a rule designed to increase the 

availability of lifesaving organs for transplant by requiring 

organizations responsible for organ procurement – Organ 

Procurement Organizations (OPOs) – to meet minimum 

quality measure thresholds and compete on their ability to 

successfully facilitate transplants. The rule establishes new 

measures to hold OPOs accountable for seeking and ensuring 

transplant of as many organs as possible, thus increasing the 

number of organs available for transplant. According to a new 

report funded by Arnold Ventures and Schmidt Futures, 

approximately 28,000 organs go untransplanted each year. In 

the U.S., about 110,000 people are on a waitlist to receive an 

organ transplant, but have only a 50% chance of receiving the 

needed organ within five years of being placed on the list. The 

HHS Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network 

data show that the vast majority of people on the transplant 

waitlist are suffering from kidney disease. 

The National Kidney Foundation reports that racial and ethnic 

minorities are at increased risk for kidney disease, in part due 

to higher rates of chronic conditions such as hypertension, 

diabetes and obesity. In the U.S., Blacks are almost 4 times 

more likely, and Hispanics and Latinos are 1.3 times more 

likely to have kidney failure compared to Whites. People of 

color, especially Blacks, are less likely to make it on the 

organ transplant waitlist and less likely to find a match.  

According to an HealthAffairs blog post, the reasons for 

these disparities are attributable to a number of factors; 

however, “massive inequity” in the organ donation process 

stands out as a major impediment for Blacks. They are less 

likely to be referred to OPOs by hospital staff when a family 

member dies and is clinically qualified for organ donation. 

Even when the death is referred to an OPO, the families of 

White patients are twice as likely to be approached for 

donation than families of Black patients. This means fewer 

same-ethnicity donors with organs that are more likely to be 

clinical matches for Black recipients waiting for a transplant.   

The new CMS OPO rule will hold OPOs more accountable, 

through transparency and competition, increase availability of 

organs and ensure a more equitable process for organ 

donation and transplantation for people of color.  

 

  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/disparities-racial-ethnic-minority-groups.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/index.htm
http://getmyflushot.adcouncilkit.org/
http://getmyflushot.adcouncilkit.org/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-finalizes-policy-will-increase-number-available-lifesavings-organs-holding-organ-procurement
https://organdonationreform.netlify.app/assets/PDF/Summary.pdf
https://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/data/view-data-reports/national-data/
https://www.kidney.org/atoz/content/minorities-KD
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31651717/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31651717/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20201211.229975/full/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=hasu&utm_campaign=blog&utm_content=jealous&utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=National+Health+Spending%3B+Our+Growing+Mental+Health+Crisis%3B+The+Health-Related+Costs+Of+Climate+Change&utm_campaign=HASU%3A+12-20-20&vgo_ee=tlgOBeNWYP0PV4PVIEDyw0zkASpiHornD%2Fz2wZTd1jg%3D


 
More on Health Equity…. 
 

COVID-19  

November 30, 

2020 

COVID-19: Urgent Actions 

Needed to Better Ensure 

an Effective Federal 

Response 

Government Accountability 

Office 

This report examines the federal government’s response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. It provides an overview of federal actions on healthcare and 

economic policy areas, including Medicare telehealth waivers and funding to 

enhance broadband access in rural communities. It offers 11 

recommendations to federal agencies and one matter for congressional 

consideration to ensure an effective governmental response to COVID-19. 

December 3, 

2020 

Race, Treatment Bias & 

COVID-19 Infographic 

NIHCM Foundation 

This infographic explores the history of racial bias and discrimination in 

health care and during the pandemic, outlines short-term strategies to 

narrow disparities from COVID-19 and respond to vaccine hesitancy, and 

highlights long-term strategies to address systemic racism and improve 

health outcomes.  

December 28, 

2020 

COVID-19 Training for 

Healthcare Professionals 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) 

The CDC offers COVID-19 trainings on infection control, self-care, personal 

protective equipment, as well as trainings on COVID-19 vaccine Emergency 

Use Authorization (EUA), vaccine storage, handing, and administration.  

HOMELESSNESS 

December 2020 Preventing and Ending 

Homelessness: Community 

Development’s Role 

Build Healthy Places 

Network & NeighborWorks 

This factsheet explores what works for community development and health 

collaborations to address a key social determinant of health: homelessness.  

This is the third in a series of factsheets that aims to show what makes 

community development a great partner in health. All three factsheets in the 

series are available HERE.  

LATINX IMMIGRANT FAMILIES -  FOOD INSECURITY  

December 2020 Food Over Fear: 

Overcoming Barriers to 

Connect Latinx Immigrant 

Families to Federal 

Nutrition and Food 

Programs 

National Immigration Law 

Center 

This report sheds light on why many immigrant families are forgoing vital 

assistance from federal nutrition and food programs and offers  

recommendations aimed at ensuring that all families and individuals, 

regardless of immigration status, are nourished and healthy. While the 

findings of this report are informed by a series of focus groups conducted 

from November 2019 – January 2020 (prior to the onset of COVID-19), the 

need to connect immigrant families to nutrition programs is arguably of even 

greater importance now given how COVID-19 is disproportionately 

impacting vulnerable populations.   

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH 

December 15, 

2020 

Social Determinants of 

Health Congressional 

Briefing 

Trust for America’s Health 

& Aligning for Health 

This virtual briefing featured current Congressional staffers who highlighted 

opportunities in the 117th Congress to support effective and innovative 

approaches to social determinants of health (SDOHs). SDOHs are receiving 

increased attention from insurance companies, hospitals, healthcare 

systems, and governmental agencies interested in health outcomes and 

controlling costs. Some recent SDOH legislation: the Social Determinants 

Accelerator Act of 2019 (H.R. 4004/ S. 2986) and the Improving Social 

Determinants of Health Act of 2020 (H.R. 6561/S. 4440). 

November, 

2020 

Providing Non-Medical 

Supplemental Benefits in 

Medicare Advantage 

Long-Term Quality Alliance 

& ATI Advisory 

Non-medical supplemental benefits are a significant turning point in 

Medicare policy, but understanding their potential will require more 

coordination and collaboration among Medicare Advantage (MA) plans, 

providers, policymakers, and consumers. This paper lays out five practical 

steps in a roadmap for plans and providers to consider in implementing 

these benefit offerings based on early lessons from plans and providers 

that have already implemented them. The paper also details the context 

around supplemental benefits in MA and provides examples from plans 

that offer these new benefits. 
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https://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-21-191/
https://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-21-191/
https://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-21-191/
https://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-21-191/
https://nihcm.org/publications/systemic-racism-health-care-covid-treatment?utm_source=NIHCM+Foundation&utm_campaign=c7ef174251-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_12_02_02_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6f88de9846-c7ef174251-167880556
https://nihcm.org/publications/systemic-racism-health-care-covid-treatment?utm_source=NIHCM+Foundation&utm_campaign=c7ef174251-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_12_02_02_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6f88de9846-c7ef174251-167880556
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/training.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/training.html
https://www.buildhealthyplaces.org/content/uploads/2020/12/BHPN_Fact-Sheet-Three_v5.pdf?utm_source=BHPN+Website+Newsletter+List&utm_campaign=1b11a968db-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_03_04_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c39fafc581-1b11a968db-338522745
https://www.buildhealthyplaces.org/content/uploads/2020/12/BHPN_Fact-Sheet-Three_v5.pdf?utm_source=BHPN+Website+Newsletter+List&utm_campaign=1b11a968db-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_03_04_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c39fafc581-1b11a968db-338522745
https://www.buildhealthyplaces.org/content/uploads/2020/12/BHPN_Fact-Sheet-Three_v5.pdf?utm_source=BHPN+Website+Newsletter+List&utm_campaign=1b11a968db-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_03_04_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c39fafc581-1b11a968db-338522745
https://www.buildhealthyplaces.org/tools/factsheet-series-the-intersection-of-community-development-and-health/?utm_source=BHPN+Website+Newsletter+List&utm_campaign=1b11a968db-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_03_04_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c39fafc581-1b11a968db-338522745
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/NILC_Latinx-Immigrant-Families.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/NILC_Latinx-Immigrant-Families.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/NILC_Latinx-Immigrant-Families.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/NILC_Latinx-Immigrant-Families.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/NILC_Latinx-Immigrant-Families.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/NILC_Latinx-Immigrant-Families.pdf
https://www.tfah.org/story/social-determinants-of-health-congressional-briefing/
https://www.tfah.org/story/social-determinants-of-health-congressional-briefing/
https://www.tfah.org/story/social-determinants-of-health-congressional-briefing/
https://www.tfah.org/story/social-determinants-of-health-congressional-briefing/
https://www.bettercareplaybook.org/resources/providing-non-medical-supplemental-benefits-medicare-advantage
https://www.bettercareplaybook.org/resources/providing-non-medical-supplemental-benefits-medicare-advantage
https://www.bettercareplaybook.org/resources/providing-non-medical-supplemental-benefits-medicare-advantage
https://www.bettercareplaybook.org/resources/providing-non-medical-supplemental-benefits-medicare-advantage


 

 

Health Equity Webinar Materials 
Brookings Institute 

Post-Election Town Hall: Possible 

Policy Impacts on Social Determinants 

of Health  

 

The Brooking Institute speaks with three veteran experts to assess how 

the results of the 2020 presidential election might impact efforts to 

advance social determinants of health approaches to health care.  

 Video 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  

The Impact of Telehealth on Health 

Equity from the Perspective of Large 

Healthcare Systems during the COVID-

19 Pandemic 

Presenters from Kaiser Permanente and the Veteran’s Health 

Administration discussed how telehealth has affected health equity in 

their patient populations before and during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Presenters shared strategies to expand access that can reduce 

disparities and improve culturally responsive care to help achieve health 

equity within each organization.  

 Video 

 Slides 

 Transcript 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)  

End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) 

Treatment Choices Introductory 

Webinar 

 

CMS has released the final rule for the End-Stage Renal Disease 

(ESRD) Treatment Choices (ETC) Model to encourage greater use of 

home dialysis and kidney transplants for Medicare beneficiaries with 

ESRD.  The model begins on January 1, 2021. In order to help ETC 

Model Participants prepare for the ETC Model, CMS hosted an 

introductory webinar that provided an overview of the model. 

 Video 

 Slides 

 Transcript 

Institute for Health Policy Forum 

Building Racial Equity Into the Drug 

Development Systems 

This webinar is the first of a two-part virtual forum examining racial 

equity in the drug development system, from research all the way 

through to access. The conversation specifically explored racial 

inequities in drug investment and research, and identified new directions 

for the future.  

 Video and Speaker Bios 

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 

Mental Health and Substance Use 

Disorders in the Era of COVID-19: With 

a Special Focus on the Impact of the 

Pandemic on Communities of Color 

 

The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine hosted 

a three-part virtual public workshop that examined the intersection of 

mental health and substance use disorders, the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic on communities of color, and structural racism. 

 Part One – Video, Meeting Materials 

 Part Two – Video, Meeting Materials 

 Part Three – Video, Meeting Materials 

National Association of Community Health Centers 

Aligning Social Needs Data and Social 

Interventions Coding for Health Equity 

 

This webinar explored how community health centers and their cross-

sector partners are increasingly recognizing the need to align social 

needs and services data collection to better coordinate patient care and  

comprehensively address the root causes of health inequities that have 

been exacerbated by COVID-19. 

 Video  

 Slides 
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https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/11/20/post-election-town-hall-possible-policy-impacts-on-the-social-determinants-of-health/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/11/20/post-election-town-hall-possible-policy-impacts-on-the-social-determinants-of-health/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/11/20/post-election-town-hall-possible-policy-impacts-on-the-social-determinants-of-health/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/11/20/post-election-town-hall-possible-policy-impacts-on-the-social-determinants-of-health/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/11/20/post-election-town-hall-possible-policy-impacts-on-the-social-determinants-of-health/
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/callinfo_120820.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/callinfo_120820.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/callinfo_120820.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/callinfo_120820.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/wmv/2020/coca_call_12_08_2020_3.mp4
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/Telehealth_and_Health_Equity_Dec_8_2020.pdf
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/COCA_Call_12_08_20_transcript.pdf
https://innovation.cms.gov/node/42711
https://innovation.cms.gov/node/42711
https://innovation.cms.gov/node/42711
https://innovation.cms.gov/node/42711
https://innovation.cms.gov/media/audio-file/etc-webinar-recording-mp4-12092020
https://innovation.cms.gov/media/audio-file/etc-webinar-recording-mp4-12092020
https://innovation.cms.gov/media/document/etc-webinar-slides-12092020
https://innovation.cms.gov/media/document/etc-webinar-slides-12092020
https://innovation.cms.gov/media/document/etc-webinar-transcript-12092020
https://www.kpihp.org/forums/building-racial-equity-into-the-drug-development-system/?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HER&utm_content=newsletter#forum-photos74ca-bc04
https://www.kpihp.org/forums/building-racial-equity-into-the-drug-development-system/?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HER&utm_content=newsletter#forum-photos74ca-bc04
https://www.kpihp.org/forums/building-racial-equity-into-the-drug-development-system/?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HER&utm_content=newsletter#forum-speakers8989-7ae8d74b-c080
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/mental-health-and-substance-use-disorders-in-the-era-of-covid-19-exploring-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-communities-of-color-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/mental-health-and-substance-use-disorders-in-the-era-of-covid-19-exploring-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-communities-of-color-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/mental-health-and-substance-use-disorders-in-the-era-of-covid-19-exploring-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-communities-of-color-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/mental-health-and-substance-use-disorders-in-the-era-of-covid-19-exploring-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-communities-of-color-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/11-23-2020/mental-health-and-substance-use-disorders-in-the-era-of-covid-19-with-a-special-focus-on-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-communities-of-color-a-workshop-part-1
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/12-03-2020/mental-health-and-substance-use-disorders-in-the-era-of-covid-19-with-a-special-focus-on-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-communities-of-color-a-workshop-part-2
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/12-03-2020/mental-health-and-substance-use-disorders-in-the-era-of-covid-19-with-a-special-focus-on-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-communities-of-color-a-workshop-part-2
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/12-24-2020/mental-health-and-substance-use-disorders-in-the-era-of-covid-19-with-a-special-focus-on-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-communities-of-color-a-workshop-part-3
https://www.nachc.org/research-and-data/prapare/prapare-trainings-and-resources/
https://www.nachc.org/research-and-data/prapare/prapare-trainings-and-resources/
https://zoom.us/rec/play/yGImBfcHXUSBT1xO8Em_Lc3jfT4zZ9OCXsas3VZzuGxFEI-i29eIdszH8nEHm8qB6rb3Rf5SwX5jwHg.n8s5kUgMhCRHf9y7
https://www.nachc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/NACHC-AAPCHO-RWJF-Alignment-Webinar-4-_-12.10.20_FINAL.pdf


  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Call for Papers  

Disability and Health Journal 

Special Supplement Issue: Disability and Substance Use 

Disorders 

Little is known about substance use disorders (SUD) 

among people with disabilities, even though they are at 

greater risk for substance misuse and addiction. The 

Disability and Health Journal is inviting submissions of 

original research papers for this special issue to address 

these gaps in research.  

Submission Deadline: February 15, 2021 

Click HERE for more information 

 

Monthly Observances 

January, 2021 

National Glaucoma Awareness Month 

Cervical Health Awareness Month 

Blood Donor Month 

 
 

February, 2021 

American Heart Month 

Low Vision Awareness Month 

World Cancer Day – February 4 

National Wear Red Day – February 5 

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day – February 7 

National Donor Day – February 14 
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Upcoming Events  

Making Social Media Accessible for People with 

Disabilities  

Skilled users of social media with accessibility expertise 

will discuss the impact of social media to reach a variety 

of audiences within the disability community. 

Date: January 20, 2021 

Time: 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM EST 

REGISTER HERE 

The Rise Summit on Social Determinants of Health 

The Rise Summit is a place for cross-sectional thought 

leaders to discuss actionable, tactical, and scalable 

solutions to SDOH challenges and achieve better 

outcomes for the most vulnerable populations. 

Dates:  March 28 – 30, 2021 

Place:  Nashville, TN 

Click HERE for more information 

COVID-19 Virtual Briefing: Building Vaccine 

Confidence 

The National Hispanic Medical Association (NHMA) is 

hosting this webinar to discuss ways to increase vaccine 

confidence in the Hispanic community. 

Date: January 27, 2021 

Time: 7:00 PM EST 

REGISTER HERE 

2021 LGBT Health Workforce Conference® 

This conference provides an overview of up-to-date 

practices in preparing the health care workforce to 

address the health concerns and disparities of lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) communities.  

Dates: April 22 - 24 

Location: New York, NY 

Click HERE for registration information 

 

https://heller.brandeis.edu/ibh/pdfs/inroads-dhjo-call-for-papers.pdf
https://heller.brandeis.edu/ibh/pdfs/inroads-dhjo-call-for-papers.pdf
https://www.nei.nih.gov/learn-about-eye-health/resources-for-health-educators/glaucoma-resources/glaucoma-awareness-month
https://www.nei.nih.gov/learn-about-eye-health/resources-for-health-educators/glaucoma-resources/glaucoma-awareness-month
https://www.cancer.org/latest-news/special-coverage/cervical-health-awareness-month.html
https://www.adrp.org/NBDM
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-topics/education-and-awareness/heart-month
https://www.lighthouseguild.org/vision-health/low-vision-awareness-month/
https://www.worldcancerday.org/
https://www.goredforwomen.org/en/get-involved/give/wear-red-and-give
https://www.hiv.gov/events/awareness-days/black
https://www.organdonor.gov/awareness/events.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/making-social-media-accessible-for-people-with-disabilities-tickets-129538660621?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/making-social-media-accessible-for-people-with-disabilities-tickets-129538660621?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/making-social-media-accessible-for-people-with-disabilities-tickets-129538660621?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/making-social-media-accessible-for-people-with-disabilities-tickets-129538660621?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.rise-sdoh.com/?utm_source=Marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=H890-EM5&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTWpFNU1qTTNNamxpTURGaCIsInQiOiJ0MFRWV2xQcjkrYmhTVU10UGN1YmtyTlhMZmVnOHE4MURCcGpvOHd6RUozdytKTW5MNWdTYklFdmYxNTl1QXdNQkxWSE9OdWlFdWFTNHZ2eVhwUVo2Q1FVYnYwMG53M29ZS2lRWEowa2Zja2RlM1hkMWNxWXJSNlFnaTd3OHM2NyJ9
https://www.rise-sdoh.com/?utm_source=Marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=H890-EM5&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTWpFNU1qTTNNamxpTURGaCIsInQiOiJ0MFRWV2xQcjkrYmhTVU10UGN1YmtyTlhMZmVnOHE4MURCcGpvOHd6RUozdytKTW5MNWdTYklFdmYxNTl1QXdNQkxWSE9OdWlFdWFTNHZ2eVhwUVo2Q1FVYnYwMG53M29ZS2lRWEowa2Zja2RlM1hkMWNxWXJSNlFnaTd3OHM2NyJ9
https://www.nhmamd.org/covid-19-virtual-briefing-series
https://www.nhmamd.org/covid-19-virtual-briefing-series
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QqEsVujuRk214N5cvsW-UA?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QqEsVujuRk214N5cvsW-UA?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://bngap.org/lgbthwfconf/
http://bngap.org/lgbthwfconf/
https://web.cvent.com/event/fd4f40fe-ec8e-40bb-a425-88a2bde4a6a9/websitePage:645d57e4-75eb-4769-b2c0-f201a0bfc6ce?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://bngap.org/lgbthwfconf/lgbt-health-workforce-conference-registration/
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Qlarant 

28464 Marlboro Avenue 
Easton, MD 21601 
1-800-999-3362 

Best People. Best Solutions. Best Results® 

Find us on the Web: 
www.qlarant.com 
 
 

 

http://www.qlarant.com/

