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The Rural Health Information Hub 
(RHIhub) has developed a Social 
Determinants of Health (SDOH) in 
Rural Communities Toolkit. 

This toolkit compiles evidence-based 
and promising models and resources 
to support organizations 
implementing programs to address 
social determinants of health in rural 
communities across the United 
States.

This toolkit will supplement and 
expand on previous work in this area 
including the RHIhub Social 
Determinants of Health for Rural 
People topic guide, and several 
RHIhub evidence-based toolkits for 
rural community health: Care 
Coordination Toolkit, Community 
Health Workers Toolkit, Food Access 
Toolkit, Health Networks and 
Coalitions Toolkit, Health Promotion 
and Disease Prevention Toolkit, 
Services Integration Toolkit, 
Telehealth Toolkit, Rural 
Transportation Toolkit

To support hospitals and health systems starting from different 
points on their journey to achieve health equity, the AHA’s 
Institute for Diversity and Health Equity (IFDHE) is releasing a 
series of toolkits to share evidence-based practices to inform 
organizational next steps for the following topics:

• Data collection, validation, stratification and application of 
patient information to address disparate outcomes

• Cultural humility and implicit bias training and education

• Diversity and inclusion in leadership and governance roles

• Sustainable community partnerships focused on improving 
equity

Each toolkit is designed to be informative, whether organizations 
have already deployed health equity tactics and strategies or if 
they are at the early stages of implementation. Each helps lay the 
groundwork for an in-development equity roadmap to support 
hospitals’ and health systems’ efforts toward achieving high-
quality, equitable care for all.

This toolkit focuses on training and education strategies and 
approaches to encourage cultural humility and overcome 
implicit bias. Access the Toolkit. 
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Upcoming Events

For more health equity news: https://qi.ipro.org/health-equity-resources/

In the News

COVID-19 Vaccines and Racial and Ethnic Minority Populations 

The U.S Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of Minority Health (OMH) has developed a new 
COVID-19 resource that provides information to help address concerns people might have about the COVID-19 
vaccines, such as safety, cost, and side effects. This resource also includes key facts about COVID-19 vaccines as 
well as pertinent information about clinical trials.

It is important that we use every tool to stay healthy and to stop the pandemic. To access this resource, visit our 
website (English | Spanish). OMH encourages you to share this resource within your network and to sign up for 
OMH email to receive updates on COVID-19 vaccine news and activities. 

OMH Funding Opportunities for Social Determinants of Health

The HHS Office of Minority Health (OMH) administers grant programs to support projects that implement 
innovative models to improve minority health and reduce health disparities. OMH has released a notice for a 
funding opportunity called Accessing Social Determinants of Health Data through Local Data Intermediaries 
Initiative. Applications are currently being accepted until July 28, 2021.

Ethnicity & Disease Publishes “Structural Racism and Discrimination: Impact on Minority Health and 
Health Disparities”

This National Institute of Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD)-sponsored supplement covers a wide 
range of topics, illuminating the need for a comprehensive approach to address minority health and health 
disparities. This shift in research and practice will advance efforts to achieve health equity. 

Organizational Strategic Plan to Embed Racial Justice and Advance Health Equity 

The American Medical Association (AMA) released its strategic plan for advancing health equity, confronting 
the root causes and historical harms that have led to health inequities, and dismantling structural racism. The 
three-year plan details how the AMA will embed equity and racial justice throughout its programming, policies 
and culture; develop and maintain relationships with marginalized physicians and other stakeholders; provide 
equitable possibilities in innovation; and cultivate ways toward truth, racial healing, reconciliation and 
transformation regarding the AMA’s past. 

Virtual National Health Equity Summit

June 7 – 10, 2021

The Commonwealth Fund 

The Leading National Forum on Practical 
Case Studies and Solutions for Advancing 
Health Equity.

This material was prepared by the IPRO HQIC, a Hospital Quality Improvement Contractor under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), 
an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The content presented does not necessarily reflect CMS policy.

Closing the Gap: 
Sepsis Care in Underserved Communities

June 10, 2021, 1pm EST

Sepsis Alliance Institute
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